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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B13 - HONDDU ISAF

Introduction

1.  The community of Honddu Isaf is, as its name implies, a valley community that 
occupies the lower section of the valley of the river Honddu and the hill country at 
the valley's sides.  It forms a compact geographical unit that is held together by the 
B4520 Brecon to Builth Wells road which passes through the length of the 
community.  While settlement is scattered across the  community in farms and 
dwellings, Lower Chapel is defined as a small village in the Powys Unitary 
Development Plan; Sarnau and Pwllgloyw are defined as rural settlements, and 
there are unclassified settlements at Llandefaelog Fach and Garthbrengy.

2.  A small part of this community, to the south of the unclassified county road from 
Llanddew to Cradoc, lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.

3.  The community has a population of 395, an electorate of 324 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The community is warded: Garthbrengy and Llandefaelog 
with 231 electors and five councillors; Llanfihangel Fechan with 93 and two.  
Uniquely in the county of Powys, this community has not required a precept for 
2005.

4.  In the 1985 Review the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales was 
concerned to implement appropriate mergers of the small communities of 
Brecknock, and with regard to the several communities to the north of Brecon town – 
many of which had very small electorates and no councils – the Commission was 
anxious to implement an arrangement that would follow the patterns of settlement 
and community, as they followed the valleys of the rivers Ysgir, Honddu and Usk 
and their concomitant transport links.  The then  communities of Garthbrengy and 
Llandefaelog Fach with their joint community council played a key role in formulating 
proposals.  The Commission's draft proposals were that a new community of 
Honddu Isaf should be formed, comprising the then communities of Garthbrengy 
and Llandefaelog Fach, together with the bulk of the then communities of 
Llanfihangel Fechan and Llanddew and parts of the then communities of Merthyr 
Cynog and Fennifach.  The Commission was required to modify these proposals 
following representations relating to the proposed community of Merthyr Cynog.  The 
Commission considered that the viability of that community could only be secured by 
its retention of the part proposed for transfer together with the addition to it of part of 
the then community of Llanfihangel Fechan which lay in the Honddu valley.  The 
Commission therefore made its final recommendations for a community council of 
ten members with the following warding arrangement: Pwllgloyw with 163 electors 
and five councillors, and Llanddew with 193 electors and five councillors.

5.  This matter was considered further in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of 
State for Wales, dated 10 October 1983.  "The Secretary of State has had regard to 
the strength of opposition to the Commission's proposal to amalgamate the whole of 
the Community of Garthbrengy and parts of the communities of Llandefaelog Fach, 
Llanddew, Llanfihangel Fechan, Fennifach and Talachddu to form the proposed 
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Community of Honddu Isaf.  Garthbrengy and Lladefaelog Fach Joint Community 
Council and Llanddew Community Council have both emphasised the lack of affinity 
between their communities and the former have drawn attention to their affinity with 
Llanfihangel Fechan Community, which the Commission propose should be divided 
between the new communities of Honddu Isaf and Merthyr Cynog.  The Secretary of 
State has also noted that the electors of Llanfihangel Fechan Community  voted in 
favour of joining Honddu Isaf Community.  He has accordingly decided to leave 
Llanddew (less that part proposed for inclusion in Felin-Fach Community) as a 
separate community and place the whole of Llanfihangel Fechan Community in 
Honddu Isaf.  Merthyr Cynog Community will remain unchanged."  The decision 
letter went on to "divide the new Community of Honddu Isaf between two wards, 
Pwllgloyw and Llanfihangel Fechan, with allocations of 5 and 2 councillors 
respectively".

6.  Our records do not show when the ward name “Pwllgloyw” was changed to 
“Garthbrengy and Llandefaelog”.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

7.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

8.  The electorate of Honddu Isaf has increased from about 300 in 1979 to 324 in 
2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates no development land in the 
small village of Lower Chapel, although it notes that there may be opportunities for 
infill development and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to 
the settlement development boundaries.   There are also opportunities for affordable 
housing development in the rural settlements of Pwllgloyw and Sarnau that lie in this 
community in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this 
community's electorate will remain stable at about 320 electors for the foreseeable 
future, suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven councillors.

9.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  We do not consider that the 
number or distribution of the local government electors for this community is such as 
to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; 
indeed, all electors in the community currently vote at the same polling station which 
is Village Hall, Lower Chapel.  To some extent, the justification for the warding of this 
community fell when the Secretary of State for Wales intervened to  remove the 
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former community of Llanddew from the proposed merger of communities.  We have 
noted that the electorate of one of the existing wards is very small  (Llanfihangel 
Fechan with 93 electors), which in itself suggests that separate ward elections would 
be largely meritless in this case.  Likewise, we do not consider that it is any longer 
desirable for areas of this geographically compact community to be separately 
represented on the community council.  The chiefly inhabited area of the community 
from Lower Chapel in the north to Llandefaelog Fach in the south is a well-integrated 
whole and is very well focused on the centrally-located, small village of Lower 
Chapel.  The inhabitants here have easy communications along the B4520 which 
the unclassified roads in the area all access.

Draft Proposals

10.  That there should be a community of Honddu Isaf comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 7 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

324 7 46

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

11.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

12.  That there should be a community of Honddu Isaf comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 7 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

324 7 46


